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News from the Starff

A new engineer has joined the SWAPCA staff. Wade Strange was hired to replace

an engineering position which had been held by Jennifer Brown. Jennifer left SWAPCA last
November to work for the Port of Longview.Wade graduated from Southern Methodist
University with a B. S.in Mechanical Engineering and a M.S. in Environmental Engineering from
the University of Texas at Austin. Prior to joining SWAPCA, Wade worked in environmental
consulting in Texas. Scott Hill, who also worked in engineering, resigned in the fall of 1999.That
vacancy has not been filled.

Our Air Qualrty

Regionwide Issues

SWAPCA handles your public funds with the highest regard. In our most recent financial audit,
SWAPCA was given a third consecutive report with no findings of needed improvements.The
State Auditor concluded, "SWAPCA management has demonstrated a genuine concern for the
safeguarding of public resources, which has resulted in an exemplary audit history".

Future air quality issues may include changing SWAPCA's name to better convey the message
of being a clean air agency rather than a control authority, encouraging the use of electric/gaso-
line hybrid low emission vehicles in the region, deciding whether to focus on global climate
change issues, and utilizing a proposed regional technical center to gain access to atmospheric
models that will help with long-term air quality planning.

The Washington State Legislature is currently considering a number of air pollution issues that
will have an effect on our region’s citizens. These issues include clean fuel vehicles, prohibiting the
use of MTBE in gasoline, and outdoor burning.

Sources of air pollution in our region who are registered with SWAPCA include autobody
shops, cabinet manufacturers, rock crushers, asphalt plants, chemical manufacturing, wood prod-
ucts manufacturing, dry cleaners, gasoline distribution, natural gas and diesel-fired boilers, electric
power plants, concrete batch plants and many other areas except automobiles, pulp and paper
mills and aluminum plants. There are currently 639 air pollution sources registered with
SWAPCA. Clark County has 346 registered sources, Cowlitz County has 146, Lewis County

has 132, Skamania County has 10 and \WWahkiakum County has 5 sources.

Did You Know?

If you live in a clean environment and reach the age of 80. However, when air pollution, smoking
take good care of your lungs, you should  and other risk factors lower your lung function below 65% of

have roughly 80% of your lung capacity left by the time you  normal, you may start to feel the symptoms of lung disease.
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Lewis County

The largest source of air pollution in Lewis County is the
coal-fired Centralia Power Plant.This plant is installing $225
million in air pollution control equipment to reduce emis-
sions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides.The equipment
will be fully operational by December 31,2002. New indus-
trial sources that are coming to Lewis County include a
Boise Cascade wood/plastic fiber product plant and a 460-
Megawatt electric power generation facility to be operated
by Chehalis Power. SWAPCA believes that Lewis County has
good air quality. Installation of air quality monitors in
Chehalis will document the air quality. Equipment being
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heavy industry than any other area in southwest

Washington, the air quality of Cowlitz County is consi
to be good. Cowlitz County is also growing in populat
and steps are being taken to ensure that the air quali
not degrade. SWAPCA works with the building depart!
in Cowlitz County, and the other counties as well, to
construction applicants aware of the need to work wit
SWAPCA in controlling and reducing any air contaming
generated by their facilities. SWAPCA currently operat
PM10 monitor at the Longview City Shop.A PM2.5 mol
is planned to confirm a good status for this pollutant.

Skamania Comnty
Skamania County, while having a small number of regist
sources of air pollution, has an especially unique air qual

ed at the west and east ends of the Scenic Area.
Cutbacks in slash burning by the U.S. Forest Service have
been helpful in improving visibility in the Gorge.

Wakkiakum County

Wahkiakum County's popularity as a retirement area means
that these citizens would like to maintain their excellent air
quality status.A future Wahkiakum County project may
involve air quality monitoring to document the levels of air
quality that should be preserved for future generations. The
challenge facing SWAPCA will be in finding adequate funds
to implement this monitoring project as well as the other
mentioned monitoring projects in a timely manner.




